
News and Notes
of the NSCN Spring 2011

Featured Articles

Focusing on recently-
published soil carbon papers
of interest to our community.

Johnson et al. 2010.
Subsurface carbon contents:
some case studies in forest
soils. Forest Science.

Sinsabaugh 2011.
Phenol oxidase, peroxidase
and organic matter dynamics
of soil. Soil Biology and
Biochemistry.  

 

Please email suggestions to the
NSCN Network Coordinator  

 

Database access is now live! After major work
behind the scenes this winter, the NSCN now offers
database access for the entire Membership! Please
read more below the break.

Database Access
The NSCN Database is now open to all members! Most
of the data are from the USDA-NRCS Soil Survey Lab.
Academic colleagues have contributed data too, and we
are also working on ingesting several large USGS
datasets. At this time we have available basic C data
for >240,000 individual soil layers (>30,000 soil
profiles), most with spatial coordinates and many with
metadata too. You can visit our website to check out
information about the database, but you need to sign
up for an account if you want to browse the database.

Please visit the site and start thinking about how your
next  project can benefit from this data resource! If
you'd like to give feedback, or arrange contributing
some of your data to this effort, contact the NSCN
Coordinator.

Soil Archive Questionnaire
A core group of NSCN members interested in
promoting and developing a secure, systematic and
community-accessible approach to soil sample
archiving has formed the NSCN Soil Archiving Working
Group. The Group recently released this questionnaire
to gather information about archived soils in the U.S.,
with special emphasis on archived samples at risk of
loss or deterioration. Please respond to the
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questionnaire and distribute it widely. By compiling
this information we will be able to develop an idea of
the archiving desires and needs of the soil C research
community, and quantitatively demonstrate the
benefits of an archive to potential sources of support. 
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